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Dear Sir/Madam 

 

Crossrail – Site Investigation Works  
 

I am writing to let you know that as part of the route development work for the proposed 

Crossrail railway, contractors will be carrying out site investigation work in your area in the 

next few weeks.   

 

I felt that as a local resident or business you would appreciate a brief explanation of what 

this work will involve and how it relates to the project. 

 

On 22 February 2005 the Secretary of State for Transport introduced a hybrid Bill to 

authorise the Crossrail project.  The scheme in the Bill is based on detailed assessments 

and is judged to offer the most advantageous benefit to cost ratio set against the need to 

provide a solution to London's transport challenges.  The proposal is to link Maidenhead 

and Heathrow with Shenfield and Abbey Wood through new tunnels under central London.  

The project will bring major benefits to London and to the UK as a whole through faster 

journey times and greater accessibility in and around London. 

 

Cross London Rail Links (Crossrail) Ltd, a joint venture company between the Department 

for Transport and Transport for London, is responsible for developing the proposed railway.  

This work in Tower Hamlets is part of the next stage of information gathering before detailed 

design work begins. 
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The site investigation will involve the drilling of small (150mm diameter) boreholes to 

examine the soil conditions.  The work will take place between 8.00am and 5.30pm on 

weekdays. The work is being carried out with the approval of the local authorities with whom 

we have been working closely to minimise the impact of our work on local people.  The 

works will commence 8th May 2006 and will take approximately 3 week’s to complete. 

 

The specialist ground investigation contractor FES, working under Thames Waters 

supervision will be undertaking the work on behalf of Crossrail. 

 

The locations of the 3 boreholes have been carefully selected to minimise disturbance to 

neighbouring businesses, residences and buildings as far as possible. The locations are as 

follows: 

 

1. Car Park of McDonalds Bow Restaurant off Payne Road; 

2. Wick Lane adjacent to the Manhattan Building; 

3. The Network Rail railway embankment adjacent to the Manhattan Building.  
 
For more information you can contact the Crossrail helpline on 0845 602 3813, or you may 

wish to visit the Crossrail Website at www.crossrail.co.uk  

 

Yours faithfully 

 
 

 
 
 
Bernard Gambrill 
Head of Public Affairs 
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